Notes
Less than half Rossetti's ballad is here given.
20. hind. Peasant,   Gf. p. 15, 1. 182.
89. maugre.  Despite (Fr. malgre).
BETH G&LERT
William Robert Spencer (1769-1834) was a poet and wit,
the friend of Sheridan, Fox, Sydney Smith, &c. His poems
were admired by Scott, who quotes from them more than once.
He spent the last nine years of his life in Paris.
Beddgelert (pronounced 'Beth-gellert'), a village at the foot
of Snowdon, has been made famous by the legend told in this
poem. This legend, for it is no more, was doubtless invented
to account for the name, which means the Grave of Gelert; it is
possible that Gelert was in reality a sixth-century British saint.
(For a full account see Borrow's Wild Wales, ch. 46.)
Llewelyn (more correctly Llywelyn) ab lorwerth, called 'the
Great', was the greatest native prince of Wales (d. 1240). He
was brought up in exile; then fought with the English, and
conquered South Wales; finally, however, he submitted to
Henry III. He married Joan, an illegitimate daughter of
King John.
For an investigation of the truth of the legend see Baring-
Gould's Curious Myths of the Middle Ages.
3. brach. Bitch hound.
22. chidings. Baying (of the hounds).
30. portal-seat. Seat by the door. According to Borrow's
version, the child was left in a tent.
44. blood-gouts. Drops or splashes of blood.
48. besprent. Sprinkled; from the obsolete verb to bespreng.
69. scath. A misprint for scathe, harm.
77. Vain, vain, &c. In Borrow's version *the poor animal
was not quite dead, but presently expired, in the act of licking
his master's hand*.
81.^ gallant tomb. 'The tomb, or what is said to be the tomb,
of Gelert, stands in a beautiful meadow just below the precipitous
side of Cerrig Llan: it consists of a large slab lying on its side,
and two upright stones. It is shaded by a weeping willow, and
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